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BOARD REPORT 

We as a Board thank you for taking the time 
out of your busy schedules to attend the 
AGM.
We would also like to thank all of our 2023 
promoters who play a pivotal role in the 
‘harness racing game’, it is also pleasing to 
welcome new tracks to the racing circuit at 
Golden Valley, as well as welcoming back 
Aberystwyth and Wolverhampton.  We 
would also like to thank our stewards, who 
work on a voluntary basis week in, week 
out, without them the show could not go 
on, we would also like to thank Hayley in 
the office who, constantly works hard to 
keep the show on the road.
At this point we would also like to 
congratulate all of our 2023 Award 
Winners, and thank those who attended the 
recent joint STAGBI / BHRC Awards Dinner.  
A fabulous evening was had by all. It was so 
pleasing to see some of our old friends in 
attendance, whilst also welcoming new 
ones too.  We also thank STAGBI for their 
on-going support.
Reflecting on 2023 there has been much to 
celebrate off the track as well as on. There 
will be separate detailed presentations 
later, on both the accounts and integrity, 
however, briefly from an accounts point of 
view, the aim was always to run a balanced 
budget over the year, which due to the hard 
work of Hayley with support from the 
Admin Team (directors helping voluntarily), 
we have managed with just one person in 
the office, this has made a significant 
saving.  Whilst we realise that (especially in 
very busy times) it may have taken longer 
to resolve some issues, it has meant that we 
returned a small profit of approximately 
£1000 for the year.   This is the first time for 
4 years that a profit has been returned, and 
hopefully will alleviate fears that have 
arisen from a careless unfounded comment 
that we are going bankrupt.

It is always going to be a dilemma, and one 
that does divide us as a board – do we 
employ more staff, offer a better service, 
but put licence fees up significantly to cover 
it, or do we continue to manage?
The integrity programme, is an integral part 
of racing, and one that has the trust of both 
the licence holders here in GB as well as our 
international friends.  
This year saw the return of the Children’s 
Exhibition Races, which brought not only joy 
to those young competitors but from a 
promoters point of view they brought much 
needed extra numbers through the gate.

Computer system – it has been 
documented for so long now that when 
many of us joined the board as Directors 
our computer system was totally broken, in 
that first year, we paid the old provider a 
significant amount to repair it, but that it 
had zero impact.  
This left us with no alternative but to go out 
to tender and try and find somebody who 
could design us a bespoke package to cope 
with the easier part – the licencing of 
people, but also the more complex part the 
applying of the handicapping rules and 
automatically handicapping horses, and 
allow us to have accurate race 
performances and produce race cards.  
Both these phases were completed at the 
beginning of the 2023 season.  In order to 
keep the system running through 2023 (as 
we literally have no down time), we were 
asked to keep a list of ‘snagging’ items over 
the summer of 2023, which should now be 
resolved moving into 2024.  
We know that to many they just see that 
the computer system does not work, please 
trust us when we say both Phases 1 and 2 
are working, and that Phase 3 (the website), 
is under development and contractually 
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should be released to you the licence holder 
by the start of the racing season. This will 
allow you to go back to being able to check 
performance records of horses, which we 
know you have missed so much.  This will 
complete the re-development of our 
database system.

Insurance – it has been well documented 
both on our website, in communications such 
as The Calendar, and often incorrectly on 
social media that last year insurance was a 
hot topic.  

Early in 2023, the Directors became aware 
that by actually allowing promoters to source 
their own insurance there was a potential risk 
to both licence holders and the sport, and 
one after many hours of reading policies, and 
communication to and fro with both the 
insurance broker and our solicitor, they 
decided was a risk too big to take, and erred 
on the side of safety and insisted that the 
company insurance policy was used by 
promoters.  

Having explained this to promoters (and 
general licence holders), all but one promoter 
fully understood and agreed with our actions.

This year (2024) we have seen an increase of 
approximately £7000 in our insurance 
premium.  We are in no doubt that this is not 
just because of the settlement of the long-
standing claim last year but also because of 
the global increase in the cost of insurance, 
which we are sure you will all have 
experienced yourselves with both property 
and car insurance.

2024 Licence Fees – general licence fees for 
owners/trainers/drivers have remained the 
same, we have however seen just a small 
increase of £10 in general membership (to 
contribute to the increase in insurance), and 
an increase of £10 in the Assistant Licence to 
cover the cost of insurance which has 
previously been subsidised by other

categories. We are also making the move 
(like Stagbi) to a digital Calendar, this year 
we are offering a paper Calendar, (but at an 
extra cost).  Track Insurance will also 
increase from £170 to £190.  This will still 
leave a shortfall for the BHRC to fund.

Fines and debts - where people are 
experiencing genuine hardship, the BHRC  
tries to work with licence holders to agree a 
payment plan, individuals are then expected 
to meet the agreed terms of that payment 
plan. Should this obligation then not be met, 
the BHRC will be using Rule V1c and making 
an admin charge each month until the 
payment plan is back up-to-date, along with 
a variety of existing rules to pursue debts. 
We have also returned to publishing names 
in the Calendar and on the website of any 
licence holder with a debt.

Where debts are unpaid, the BHRC has a 
duty to other licence holders to pursue these 
debts either through the Small Claims Court 
or through debt collection agencies. The 
introduction of using both of these, after 
first trying to come to an agreement, is again 
a way of trying to ensure fairness for all.  

We know that there will be some out there 
that criticise us, however where all 
reasonable steps have been taken to recover 
a debt, it leaves us with two choices, either 
let the law-abiding licence holder pick up the 
bill, or pursue the debt following legal 
methods.  We have chosen the latter. 

Licensing process - Through February and 
March the office has been busy with the 
licensing process, once an application has 
been made (and paid for) it is then 
forwarded to the Licensing Panel.  We thank 
those members who have already taken out 
their licences for 2024, and gently remind 
others that in order to avoid a bottle neck 
could they please prioritise taking licences 
out as Hayley is on her own in the office and 
as conscientious as she is, can only help one 
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one person at once.

Rule Book: Over the winter of  2022/23, a 
smaller group of our Board, the Company 
Secretary and a couple of Senior Track 
Officials spent a couple of evenings per 
week working on the BHRC Rule Book to 
try to remove some of the contradictory 
rules, or gaps in rules, that we have 
previously encountered, as well as looking 
at the suggestions that have been sent in 
from members.  

Unfortunately due to concerns raised by 
one promoter and the subsequent time 
delays, we were unable to make the 
changes to the rule book for 2023, 
however, these will be in place for 2024.  

Most of the changes have already been 
published on the website, an updated rule 
book will be published shortly, and we now 
encourage all licence holders to make 
themselves familiar with it prior to the 
start of the season.

The current BHRC Constitution is 
unreadable to many, and unwieldy to all. 
Whilst it is still legally compliant, it does 
not reflect the small changes made to The 
Companies Act 2006 Section 387 or all of 
the changes needed because of the move 
to One Person, One Vote.

The company law solicitor we use has 
described our current constitution as 
muddling and out of date, and to this end 
one of the directors has been working with 
him over the last year to look at updating 
the constitution.  Ratification of a new 
constitution is something, in our opinion, 
that falls under the One Person, One Vote 
voting criteria – the solicitor agrees with 
that view.  The idea was to seek advice, 
produce a draft document and allow 
members to vote on it. We are part way 
into this process, we are now in receipt of 
a draft, we will shortly discuss it as a Board 
(adding our thoughts to it in pencil) 

before sharing it with you, the members for 
consultation and comment.

The BHRC and STAGBI attended the World 
Trotting Conference in Berlin in August.  The 
BHRC sent one Director (with voting rights – 
Julie Park), and an observer (Hayley 
Cassells).  Both Julie and Hayley self-funded 
their trip, and presented a comprehensive 
report to both Directors and Members, at 
relevant meetings, and a more condensed 
version in The Calendar.  They both felt that 
they had got a lot out of it (for the sport).

Scanners – unfortunately we have been one 
scanner short this year due to the non-
returning of BHRC equipment.  We have 
been looking to replace the scanner, but to 
replace like with like is approx. £1000.  
However in doing this research (and at this 
point we would like to thank Graham Smith 
for his help), we have been investigating the 
capabilities of existing scanners, vs new 
scanners etc, and have realised that we are 
potentially under utilising the existing 
scanners.  If we can source the correct 
cables, we have the potential to download a 
CSV file with all horses registered as of a cut 
off point for example 1st May, upload them 
to the scanner, and then when the horse is 
scanned it not only shows the microchip 
number but also the horses name.  

If we have to purchase a new scanner, it will 
also give us the functionality to scan a horse 
(registered after 1st May) and add its name 
to the microchip number displayed and save 
it to the wand.  The upside of this is that we 
predict it will save Hayley approximately 2 
hours every week producing microchip lists 
on a Friday afternoon.

As we move quickly towards the 2024 
season, we welcome the new directors to 
the Board, we look forward to welcoming 
back members who have held licences 
previously as well as new members, working 
with our promoters and stewards. 
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We also look forward to the return of a 2 
day fixture at Aberystwyth, the VDM which 
grows year-on-year, and of course the 40th 
anniversary of Tregaron and their exciting 
slot race, these are just a few of the 
highlights, we do of course recognise and 
celebrate everybody who in whatever way, 
contributes to racing, and we now look 
forward to what we hope will be exciting 
racing on a weekly basis.

we do of course recognise and celebrate 
everybody who in whatever way, 
contributes to racing, and we now look 
forward to what we hope will be exciting 
racing on a weekly basis.

Alan, Barry, Carol, Charles, Frank, Gary, 
Jason, Julie, Will, Willie & Hayley

HANDICAP UPDATE 

The handicap System for 2024 has had some minor adjustments from the 2023
season.  

The key changes are as follows:

- Place money band increased so a horse can now win up to £200 place money
without being penalised.

- Prize money bands increased so a horse can now win more money within the
lower bands.

- C Class drivers allowances can be claimed when applied for at time of entry on
any event with a value or combined 1st place value of £1000 or lower.

- Horses rated 80 and above to receive double points lift when unplaced with no
prize money. This has been reverted to the method used in 2022.

The handicap panel hopes that these changes will have a positive impact for the 
2024 season. We will continue to review these changes and will ask for further 
feedback from licence holders at the end of the 2024 season.



8 

STAGBI 
IMPORTING HORSES FROM IRELAND, EUROPE or NORTH AMERICA 

If you are importing a horse into GB from Ireland, Europe or North America, under 
DEFRA’s current legislation on Equine ID, if the horse will be staying in GB form 
more than 90 days then owners are legally required to register imported horses 
with the appropriate GB Passport Issuing Organisation (PIO) within 30 days of 
import.  For Standardbreds & Trotters the appropriate PIO is STAGBI. 

Therefore, you will need to: 

Contact STAGBI for the appropriate Import Form.   

Return completed form, Passport, Health Documents & fees to STAGBI Office 

Apply to the governing body of the country of export for an Export Certificate.  
This Export Certificate will be issued direct to STAGBI and will allow the horse to 
be registered on the STAGBI Database and Stud Book. 

EXPORTING HORSES TO IRELAND, EUROPE or NORTH AMERICA 

Please contact your Vet, DEFRA or Transport Agent for information regarding the 
health checks, bloods or swabs required for travelling.   

To facilitate the transfer of horse into the appropriate Stud Book or Database of the 
country of destination you will need to contact STAGBI for a Definitive (Permanent) 
Export Certificate.   

NB: As the vet is required to complete a section of this form, the application  form 
should be submitted BEFORE THE HORSE LEAVES THE COUNTRY.   

Contact STAGBI for the appropriate Export Form 

Once processed the Export Certificate (which includes race results & DNA) will be 
sent by STAGBI electronically to the Governing Body of the country of destination. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Failure to apply for an export certificate before the horse leaves the 
country and the subsequent non-issue of an Export Certificate, will result in the 
horse not being permitted to race. 

Application for Retrospective Export Certificates will be referred to and issued at the 
discretion of the STAGBI Board of Directors with additional costs incurred. 

TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP 

Under current DEFRA legislation on Equine ID, a new owner is required to inform 
the appropriate PIO (STAGBI) of a change of ownership within 30 days of purchase.  
Please ensure that you complete the transfer of ownership form and return to 
STAGBI.   

CASTRATION 

When a horse is castrated, please ensure that the Vet records this in the passport 
and that you inform STAGBI. 
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DEATH OF A HORSE 

When a horse dies, under current DEFRA legislation on Equine ID as the owner you 
are required to notify the appropriate PIO (STAGBI) that the horse has died and 
return the passport to STAGBI to be invalidated. 

STAGBI is currently in the process of updating the website and the on-line database.  
It is hoped that the new website will be on-line within the next few months.  Once 
the new website is up and running all forms will be available for download and it 
will also be possible for you to process some transactions electronically on line.    

If you are unsure or require any assistance then please contact the STAGBI 
office.  The office staff will be more than happy to advise and assist you. 

Contact Information 

Tel Office: 01570 429361 / Tel Mobile: 07581 438805 
Address: Room 2, Creuddyn, Pontfaen Road, Lampeter, SA48 7BN 
Email: info@standardbred.org 

BHRC AGM & Members Meeting
The BHRC held its annual AGM & Members meeting on Sunday 24th of March. 
Elections were held using one man one vote for both director candidates and 
proposed rule changes. The results were as follows:

Director Candidates for Re-Election
Barry Delaney – 78 Yes  64 No  14 Abstain
Will Evans --  93Yes  45No  16Abstain

Newly Standing Directors
Alan Davies –  104 Yes  36 No  11 Abstain
Anthony Fettah – 61 Yes  84 No  7 Abstain
Frank Huschka – 86 Y es 62 No  6 Abstain
Garry O’Grady – 63Yes   70No  17 Abstain
Gary Dowse –  125Yes   19No 6 Abstain
William Forrester – 74Yes  60 No 18 Abstain

Rule Changes
H12 – 96Yes 34No  12 Abstain
H28 – 108Yes  17No 17 Abstain
K4 – 77Yes  54N0  11 Abstain
W59 – 84Yes  42No  16 Abstain

mailto:info@standardbred.org
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NOTES FROM
NEW ZEALAND

NUMBERS IN TRAINING AND BREEDING 
FIGURES 

Winter is a couple of months away but 
racing in New Zealand forges ahead with 
no break for the winter months.

Harness Racing New Zealand (HRNZ) stage 
265 meetings yearly with up to 47 
individual clubs utilising 38 venues around 
the country. With 3,000 horses available 
some clubs find it difficult to fill fields and it 
is becoming the norm to see fields of 8 to 
10 competing, whereas in the past 14 to 16 
was the standard for entries, plus up to 4 
reserves awaiting scratchings. 

This year again saw a drop in mares going 
to stud, which is a worry for the industry.
The NZ National Standardbred Yearling 
Sales were held in February, and to be 
honest unless you had the best bred 
yearling which could make $200,000 to 
$300,000, on the whole with more unsold 
than sold, you would have to be very 
disappointed.   This cost of getting a horse 
from service fee to the sale has 
skyrocketed, with one breeder quoting me 
$17k. That means it is not viable to breed 
to sell at the sales unless you have a top 
breed . The breeder who I spoke to is not 
putting her mares to the stallion next 
season.

Last seasons breeding numbers are out and 
Sweet Lou is by far the most popular 
stallion serving 262 mares

The Top 4

Sweet Lou  262

Down By The Seaside 116

Captain Crunch 107

Always B Miki 99

A total of 73 stallions covered 1758 mares, 
this is a huge drop on past seasons

FUNDING

HRNZ recently put out a statement.

"Our mission is To Champion the sport, 
celebrate the participants, and have the 
horse at the heart of everything we do."

Phil Holden the current chairman of HRNZ 
recently stated negotiations are well 
underway regarding code funding for the 3 
codes - thoroughbred, harness, 
greyhounds. Every three years they get 
together and submit distribution of funds.

Interesting times ahead?
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ANOTHER MIRACULOUS

Miraculous is a nice horse with a familiar 
name to British fans.
The 3yr old by Bettors Delight, who 
incidentally now lives permanently in New 
Zealand and will see his days out here, is 
out of Kelly Maguire.  He was a very 
impressive winner at Young Quinn Raceway 
in Wyndham, where the weather had 
turned to winter. Heavy rain and a slushy 
track did not stop  him turning in a run 
where he paced the mile in 1.56.2. Trained 
and driven by Nathan Williamson, 
Miraculous should have a bright future.
NZ Harness Racing figure Lex Williams, who 
has raced some superstars over the past 20 
or so years,  was on holiday in Tasmania, 
Australia when it came to his attention that 
one of his horses, One Yankee Gina was 
being used to cart tourists around the 
Tasmanian capital. Williams said the horse 
looked great and along with another horse 
they were taking 6 people on a tour of the 
inner city. Bob Meadowcroft

AInitially One Yankee Gina  didn't recognise 
Williams but as soon as he patted him and 
spoke he shot his head up and nestled into 
him. Williams said he recognised my voice 
and that  was very touching. In 2022 
Williams was named NZ Breeder of the Year. 
He has bred over 100 horses over the past 
20 years and one of his horses, One Over 
Kenny won 32 races and over one million 
dollars  - he was a wonderful trotter.  Re One 
Yankee Gina, Williams said it was great to 
see the horse having a great life and being 
looked after properly.

BHRC 

Flu Vaccination Programme 

Primary course intervals (horses not previ-
ously vaccinated):  

Primary course intervals are only required for 
horses that have not yet been administered 
a primary course or are required to re-start a 
new primary course.  

An initial primary course of three vaccina-
tions must be given (V1, V2 and V3): the 
second vaccination (V2) must be adminis-
tered within 21-60 days of the first 
vaccination. 

ond vaccination (V2) must be adminis-tered 
within 21-60 days of the first vaccina-tion.  

Horses must not attend any official BHRC 
fixture/venue until 7 days after the second 
vaccination of the primary course.  

Vaccine 3 (V3) must then be administered 
within 120-180 days of the administration of 
the second vaccination (V2).  

Boosters should be administered no more 
than 6 calendar months apart, according to 
calendar months rather than a fixed number 
of days. For example, a horse that is fully 
vaccinated on 01 January would require a 
booster on or before 01 July.   
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BHRC & STAGBI 
Awards Evening
February saw the annual BHRC & STAGBI 
awards evening once again being hosted at 
the Mercure Hotel in Haydock. 

Our thanks go to the fantastic awards team 
that worked hard behind the scenes in the 
months leading up to the big night: Darren 
Owen, Gwenan Thomas, Hayley Cassells, 
Julie Park, Kirsty Legrice, Mandy Stanley 
and Sarah Thomas. 

We would also like to thank Tamzin Lees 
who once again live streamed the event so 
that those who were unable to attend 
could also join in the celebrations. 

Finally we would like to thank everyone 
who travelled from near and far to be with 
us on the night. 

HALL OF FAME

The directors are proud to posthumously 
induct two new people into the BHRC Hall 
of Fame; John Blissett who was a stalwart 
of the sport and Hugh O’Neil Snr for his 
contribution to breeding and racing in 
Great Britain.

Our equine stars were also celebrated with 
two new inductees; Missing Link, the first 
horse to break the 2 minute barrier in 
Britain, and all round iron horse Merrington 
Movinup. Both worthy nominees. We thank 
the breeders, owners, trainers and drivers 
for their part in the success of every one of 
these equine stars. 
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BHRC 2YO COLT OF THE YEAR 
MONEYHILL - Winner of 5 races including the Group 1 Junior Welsh Dragon, Group 1 
Breeders Crown Colts Division, Group 2 SHRC Futurity and Group 2 BHRC Sire Stakes.

BHRC 2YO FILLY OF THE YEAR 
CHASINGTHESTARS - Winner of 3 races including the Group 1 VDM Final, 

Group 2 BHRC Sire Stakes and Group 2 SHRC Futurity. 

BHRC 3YO COLT OF THE YEAR 
I SHOT THE SHERRIF - Winner of 5 races including the STAGBI British Championships 

3YO, Heat of the VDM 3YO Colts and the SHRC Derby.
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BHRC 3YO FILLY OF THE YEAR 
OAKWOOD DYNASTY - Winner of 3 races including the Group 1 BHRC Oaks and the 

Group 2 BHRC Sire Stakes.

GRASS TRACK CHAMPION

BHRC MARE OF THE YEAR 
NEWTOWN JODY - Winner of 3 races including the Group 1 STAGBI Golden Girls Final

MERRINGTON MOVINUP - Winner of 8 races including the Group 1 Bernie Kelly Memorial FFA, 
Group 1 Scoot Around FFA and Jimmy Muirhead Scottish Classic Final. 
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BHRC AGED PACER OF THE YEAR 
EVENWOOD SONOFAGUN - Winner of 3 races including the Group 1 Billy Williams 

Memorial Crock of Gold Final and Rab Haw FFA.

BHRC OVERSEAS HORSE OF THE YEAR

BHRC HORSE OF THE YEAR
MONEYHILL - Winner of 5 races including the Group 1 Junior Welsh Dragon, Group 1 
Breeders Crown Colts Division, Group 2 SHRC Futurity and Group 2 BHRC Sire Stakes.

AYR CORLEON - Winner of 5 races including the Group 1 VDM Final, Group 1 Breeders Crown 
3YO Colts Final and Group 1 Little Welsh Dragon.
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CHAMPION DRIVER 
- 

James 
Haythornthwaite

61 Wins

LEADING B 
CLASS DRIVER 

- 
Ryan
Inglis

19 Wins

LEADING C 
CLASS DRIVER 

- 
Ronald 

Grieveson

8 Wins

Highlights include Tregaron Senior, Little and Junior Welsh Dragon Divisions, Matt Turner 
Memorial Final, York Graduate Series Fillies Division, Strata Florida Final, NWHOA 4YO 
Colts and Mares Divisions and Breeders Crown 4YO Colts Final. 

Highlights include Tregaron Welsh Classic Heat and Final, John Govan & Friends Final, 
STAGBI Queen of The Turf Final and 2 Divisions of the STAGBI 4YO British Championships.

Highlights include SHRC Derby, STAGBI 3YO British Championships, Jessie Jones Down 
Syndrome Awareness Race and a Heat of the VDM 3YO Colts Division.
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CHAMPION 
TRAINER 

- 
Alexis 
Laidler

46 Wins

LEADING 
PERMIT 

TRAINER  
- 

ROY
SHEEDY

9 Wins

SPECIAL 
CONTRIBUTION

- 
Stephen 
Lees Jnr

GROOM OF 
THE YEAR

- 
Melissa
Mason

LEADING PERMIT 
TRAINER

- 
Roy Sheedy 

9 Wins
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LEADING 
OWNER

- 
Raymond 
Huschka

15 Wins

TRAINER- 
Roy Sheedy 

9 Wins

 LEADING 
HORSE

- 
Merrington 

Movinup
8 Wins



23 



24 





26 



27 



28 



29 



30 



31 



32 



33 



34 



35 



36 



37 



38 



39 



40 



41 



42 



43 



44 

Mahogany Charmer isn’t normally a horse you 
would associate with being a headline feature  in 
the calendar but Charmer, as he is better known, 
isn’t just a normal horse to owner trainer Jessica 
Dyer. He’s a lot more than that. He is like her best 
friend, an absolute gentleman who has taught her 
a lot on and off the track who she couldn’t imagine 
life without. The spring heeled 10-year-old has just 
had his best season of his career going to the 
winner’s circle on 5 occasions in 2023 those 
victories saw him voted horse of the year in Wales 
and West at their recent awards dance where 
team Dyer went away with 5 awards on the night. 

So where did it all start - it was simply love at first 
sight as Jess was scrolling through Facebook back 
in May 2014 she came across a photo on local 
Talgrwn Stud Services page of a 10 day old first 
foal out of FFA winning mare Mahogany Dream by 
The Preacher Pan  and she knew that the young 
black colt had to be hers, so she quickly made in 
roads contacting Henry Bulman of the Mahogany 
stud and as they say the rest is history.

Charmer was lightly campaigned in his 
freshman and sophomore campaigns before 
going on to become a very consistent horse 
who would keep picking up rosettes and prize 
money throughout his career but as the year 
changed and he turned 9 he would prove that 
connections were right to have faith and 
patience with him and prove that he is ageing 
like a fine wine.

wine. 

Recently I took the opportunity to ask Jess some 
questions on Charmer and also the other horses 
in her stable who gave her the best year of 
training so far and also people connected with his 
success. 

What makes Charmer special to you ?

Charmer has always been a special horse to me 
no matter what he races like on the track. He’s an 
absolute gentleman to drive and he’s taken many 
people for their driving tests. He’s just genuine 
and safe! It’s hard to come by horses like him 
that don't pull and look after their drivers. 

What were your hopes and expectations leading 
into the 2023 season?
To be honest I didn’t have any expectations I 
usually take every week as it comes. The main 
goal is to have fun and if we pick up winners 
along the way then that’s a bonus. 
I personally feel this is something that has gone 
out of the sport a little over the years and that 
the main objective that everyone is connected to 
the sport is in fact to have fun and enjoy going 
racing, meeting up with not just existing friends 
but also creating new ones and making memories 
of which we can talk about in 20/30 years time 
like the older generation are able to do just now.

In the 2023 season as mentioned above Charmer 
would take his first strides into a new adventure 
of his career and race under saddle, something 
that is done quite regularly in the trotting world 
and on the European continent. His first race 
would be at Presteinge where he would come up 
with his worst result of the season when finishing 
third. From then on he would go on to have a 
second place finish at golden valley before taking 
home the red rosette at Talsarn as well as the 
prestigious meeting at the highlight of the Wales 
and West calendar at Aberystwyth.

What was the reason or had you planned to 
change discipline to  compete in the saddle 
races?

No, there was no plan behind this whatsoever.

10 Day Old Mahogany Charmer 

MAHOGANY CHARMER
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Wales and West HRA had put the schedule out 
for Presteigne races and I saw there was a 
saddle race so it came to the week before and I 
spoke to Fern Williams and asked her if she 
fancied a ride on Charmer for a go around and 
she said yes. Charmer had only been sat on 
around the yard and walked before this but he’s 
a laid back character and accepts anything so I 
knew he would take to it. Fern was also top 
monte jockey 2022 and we’d been to France as a 
group for the Prix D’Amerique and she was the 
only one of us who could ride the riding 
simulator with ease so I knew she was the safest 
choice lol.

Jay Matthews and Mahogany 
Charmer winning at Talsarn

Fern Williams you’ve had experience in the 
saddle races before. How do you think Charmer 
took to it and was he able to develop with 
experience ?

The first thing I did was ask Jess how he likes to 
run and she said charmer likes to chase them 
down and pick them off. Charmer had never 
raced under saddle before and I knew I needed 
to build his confidence. It took a couple of weeks 
for us to get used to each other and once he 
knew what he was doing he took to it like a duck 
to water, winning the last three saddle races. He 
is a lovely horse who always tries his heart out 
and I am very grateful to Jess for trusting me to 
ride him. 
In my opinion what Jess is trying to say here is 
that if you were compare saddle racing to 
thoroughbred racing, if you were going to go for 
a big race you would want the likes of Frankie 
Detori on your horse to give you the best chance 
of succeeding. It would definitely be a positive

thing if more meetings throughout the UK had 
more saddle races, a lot of which have held them 
in the past including York, where Evenwood 
Sonofagun paced 1.57.5, and Appleby. It would 
also be great if other meetings like Tregaron open 
up to the idea of a saddle races.

On the day where Charmer had his first win in the 
saddle he would go on to win in the sulky a mere 5 
races later, breaking a record in itself where 
previously  he was only able to win with Jess.

Before 2023 you were the only person able to 
win with Charmer, did you have the believe that 
he would win with another driver as you handed 
over the reins for the majority of his races? 

Before this year he just didn’t seem to want to get 
his nose in front for anyone else and would be 
beat on the line! This year he’s been a totally 
different horse in general and really enjoying his 
racing! I always knew he’d win with another 
driver, especially my brother and Fern. He’d gone 
well with them both in previous weeks before 
winning. He actually came 2nd for both of them 
before winning on the same day for both at 
Talsarn! 

As asked in the previous question Jess, the usual 
driver of charmer, had decided to take a step back 
from driving this season to concentrate on training 
and the duties of a trainer on a race day.

Fern Williams with Charmer on a 
victorious day at Almeley

In 2023 you mainly took to the sidelines to 
concentrate on training. What was the reason 
behind that?
I’ve just really enjoyed the training side of things
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more than ever this year. I train them and sit 
behind them all week so it’s nice to see them go 
from a different angle. It’s been a real thrill 
watching them from the sidelines. I have my 
brother and mum who really enjoy driving so 
altogether it works and we made a good team!

What is your favourite meeting of the season?
My favourite meeting of the year would definitely 
be Tregaron. It’s where the best horses from all 
over the country come together to race for one of 
the biggest handicaps of the year! I also love 
Aberystwyth so I’m very happy to see that back 
and hopefully to a two day meeting like the good 
old days! 
And what else do you expect in the year of firsts 
for the Dyer stable than low and behold stable 
favourite Mahogany charmer would go and win 
the top heat of the group 2 Strata Florida at the 
Tregaron festive one of the biggest goals for the 
young welsh trainer to have a winner and only 6 
days after his double at talsarn.
One of your biggest goals was to have a winner at 
Tregaron. Was Charmer your first at the festival 
and how did it feel?
Yes, Charmer is my first festival winner. I’ve had a 
few wins at the spring meeting but there is 
nothing like winning at the Festival! It felt 
incredible to have a winner at Tregaron festival 
especially with it being Charmer. I got very 
emotional when he crossed the line in front. There 
was no holding back the tears! Everyone aims for 
winners at Tregaron no matter what race it is so to 
get the win there meant a lot. 

Along with Charmer you had a successful season 
with the rest of your stable notably winning the 
final at Talgarreg. What do you think is the reason 
behind that?
I think it’s definitely to do with picking the right races 
that suit the horses. I did a lot more of that and 
entered horses where I thought the races would suit 
rather than just racing every week. It's definitely 
horses for courses! Charmer is more of a stayer so I 
kept him mainly to the grass tracks and it seemed to 
do him well! But I can't take all the credit as even 
though I'm the licensed trainer it’s definitely a family 
affair. We all play a part whether it’s owning, driving 
or being a groom on the day. Me and my mum do all 
of the training/jogging through the week but we do 
get help on race days and everyone will muck in when 
it’s needed. 
This was apparent when Charmer was not only 
entered at the big spring Appleby meeting with 
traveling companion Manhattan Gangster then he was 
also entered at the Brough meeting where he would 
come North with the stables highly rated 3 year old 
pacer Mahogany Empire.

Jess and Charmer at Appleby competing along side 
cousin Kelly on American Hustle who was born at the  
same place and just a mere 8 days after Charmer 

Jay Mathews and Charmer winning the top heat 
Tregaron. The cart would go on to win a final that 
day not the strata florida but a legendary running 
race where jess and her two cousins would be 
victorious over rivals from near and far. Jess with stable favourite Mahogany charmer at Appleby 
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Charmer would end his season at Wolverhampton 6 
days after his second double of the season at 
Aberystwyth, the track where he had his first start. His 
unplaced finish at Wolverhampton was a huge 
milestone in his career with that being in 100th time he 
has faced the starter. As winter sets in the thoughts 
now go the 2024 season and Chamer’s second century 
of racing 

How did it feel when Charmer was named horse of the 
year at the Wales and West ball?
Very proud! I did feel a little emotional but so happy 
the hard work and patience paid off in the end.

What are your hopes for the 2024 season with 
Charmer?
I’d like to think I can continue with his form and if he 
runs half as good as he did this year I’ll be over the 
moon! I think the handicap system where it allows for 
older horses to get a point drop is something that will 
keep Charmer competitive as he will receive a 10 point 
drop which will see him start off the season on a rating 
of 40. 

Which horse are you most looking forward to training 
this season?
I have a few lovely horses to train next year but if I had 
to pick one I’d say Tarawood Will. He’s a horse I’ve 
always admired and wanted to train. He’s got his 
problems and he’s out of form but you’ve got to have 
faith and follow your heart! Hopefully I can get him 
back to being his old talented self. 

I’d have to say Evenwood Sonofagun. He’s an 
absolute superstar! Everyone dreams of having a 
horse like him! He’s won nearly everything and set so 
many records. He’s raced all over and is still 
competing at the highest level. He’s an iron horse!
What would be the one thing you would like to 
change in the BHRC?
If there was one thing I would change about 
something in the BHRC it would be the prize money. 
I’d like every race to be £500 minimum to the winner. 
I know times are hard but I look back at old records 
and we race now week in and out for the same 
money we raced for 15-20 years ago. Everything else 
has gone up so hopefully one day we can get the prize 
money there. 

ar from chairman Gareth Bevan

Mahogany Charmer has competed in 100 races, 3 
countries over 21 different tracks and also had a 
total of 9 different drivers (not including fern in the 
saddle) so if you were to choose a 10th driver for 
your favourite boy who would it be?
I’ll be honest I don’t really look for drivers for 
Charmer. There's always been a reason behind each 
driver and it’s just happened that way. If anyone was 
stuck for a drive or needed a confidence boost, he 
was the horse to take them around. If I had to pick a 
10th driver it would be Steve Lees Snr. Stevie Jnr got a 
2nd place with him this year so it would be good to 
see if his dad could go one better after coming back 
out of retirement!
Another person who has always loved charmer is my 
little cousin Mali who is the same age as Charmer so 
I’m hoping he is still going strong when he's 14 so she 
can jump on his back for a saddle race and if he is still 
himself maybe have a reprieve from retirement and 
allow her to take her test when she turns 15.

Everyone at the BHRC  would like to wish this true 
war horse a happy return to racing in 2024 as he 
starts his second century of racing and defending his 
crown as HORSE OF THE YEAR in Wales and West and 
the proposition of a hopeful date with one of the 
greatest ever drivers to bless these shores.

You work full time but still have a single figure stable. 
Have you considered training full time?
I love training and racing my family's horses so to be a 
public trainer I’d have to cut them down which I don’t 
think I’ll be able to do. I adore them all and enjoy doing 
them alongside working full time. It’s a hobby to me 
and it’s nice having a licence to train so I can have a 
little bit of both! 

Which horse would you most love the opportunity to 
train?

Jess collecting one of 5 
awards for her stable this 
one being  her award for 
Horse of the year from 
chairman Gareth Bevan

Charmer and Jess 
having a break from 
that hard work. 
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Mr John Murphy to pay the sum of 
£2648.40 to the BHRC for all costs incurred in 
relation to this matter. 
The horse Greentree Legacy will be disqualified 
from the races of 25th June 2023 and all prize 
money forfeited and that the handicap penalties 
incurred on the day be retained on the handicap 
allocated to the horse.

The horse Greentree Legacy will not be allowed 
to run until the costs order has been paid (as per 
rule Q18), and will be required to undertake a 
further integrity test, prior to being entered to 
race, which must prove negative for all prohibited 
substances. This test to be at the cost of the 
Responsible Person.

All findings are for this case only

Positive Test: Coalford Edge, Haugh Field 3rd 
September 2023
Further to the test result received by BHRC from 
LGC for analysis of the sample taken from the 
horse Coalford Edge at Haugh Field on 3rd 
September 2023, whereby a positive test was 
returned for the prohibited substance COBALT, 
which under BHRC rules are identified in the 
Uniform Classification Guidelines for foreign 
substances as a Class 3 Category B, Prohibited 
Substance.

A hearing was conducted by Zoom by an 
Independent Panel according to Section Y of the 
BHRC Rules and Regulations.  The BHRC can now 
confirm that this matter has been brought to a 
conclusion, and that the following penalties have 
been applied in accordance with the Rules and 
Regulations of the BHRC.

Penalties
Mr Leo Arnett was found to be in breach of Rules 
1, 14 and 15a.

All of Mr Arnett’s licences will be suspended for a 
total period of 3 years from the start of the 2024 
season.

Mr Leo Arnett as trainer (Responsible Person) of 
the horse fined the sum of 
£4,500.

Mr Leo Arnett to pay the sum of £2648.40 to the 
BHRC for all costs incurred in relation to this 
matter.

INTEGRITY UPDATE 

In 2023 we tested in total 135 pacers both in 
and out of competition, qualifiers, race 
winners, and non-race winners. This 
number was slightly less than 2022 (but still 
within the ITA guidelines), and are broken 
down as follows:

 2021  2022  2023

Full Blood 106 97 92

Blood Gas 59 66 43

TOTAL  165 163 135

Positive Cases 6 8 3

UPDATE ON CASES FROM 2023

Positive Test: Greentree Legacy, Hellifield 25th 
June 2023

Further to the test result received by BHRC from 
LGC for analysis of the sample taken from the 
horse Greentree Legacy at Hellifield on 25th June 
2023, whereby a positive test was returned for 
the prohibited substances COBALT,  LIDOCAINE 
and PROCAINE which under BHRC rules are 
identified in the Uniform Classification 
Guidelines for foreign substances as a Class 3 
Category B, a Class 2 Category B and  a Class 3 
Category B Prohibited Substance.

A hearing was conducted by Zoom by an 
Independent Panel according to Section Y of the 
BHRC Rules and Regulations.  The BHRC can 
now confirm that this matter has been brought 
to a conclusion, and that the following penalties 
have been applied in accordance with the Rules 
and Regulations of the BHRC.

Penalties
Mr John Murphy admitted to be in breach of 
Rules 1 (for each of the 3 substances), 15a, 16 and 
17, and was also found (by the external panel) to 
be in breach of Rules 3, 4 and 14 and as such:

All of Mr Murphy’s licences will be suspended for 
a total period of 5 years from the start of the 
2024 season.

Mr John Murphy as trainer (Responsible Person) 
of the horse fined the sum of 
£10,500.
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The horse Coalford Edge will be disqualified 
from the races of 3rd September 2023 and all 
prizemoney forfeited and that the handicap 
penalties incurred on the day be retained on 
the handicap allocated to the horse.

The horse Coalford Edge will not be allowed to 
run until the costs order has been paid (as per 
rule Q18), and will be required to undertake a 
further integrity test, prior to being entered to 
race, which must prove negative for all 
prohibited substances. This test to be at the 
cost of the Responsible Person.

All findings are for this case only

Positive Test: Acrophobia, Aberystwyth, 
17th September 2023

Further to the test result received by BHRC 
from LGC for analysis of the sample taken 
from the horse Acrophobia at Aberystwyth on 
17th September 2023, whereby a positive test 
was returned for the prohibited substance 
DEXAMETHASONE which under BHRC rules 
are identified in the Uniform Classification 
Guidelines for foreign substances as a Class 4 
Category C, Prohibited Substance.

The BHRC can now confirm that this matter 
has been brought to a conclusion, and that the 
follow penalties have been applied in 
accordance with the Rules and Regulations of 
the BHRC.

Penalties
Mr Watson Harrop Snr admitted to a breach of 
Rules 1 and 5.

Mr Harrop’s Training licence will be suspended 
for a total period of 3 months commencing 
from 2nd April 2024.

Mr Harrop as trainer (Responsible Person) of 
the horse fined the sum of £750.

Mr Harrop to pay the sum of £1296.80 to the 
BHRC for all costs incurred in relation to this 
matter.

The horse Acrophobia will be disqualified from 
the races of 17th September 2023 and all 
prizemoney forfeited and that the handicap 
penalties incurred on the day be retained on 
the handicap allocated to the horse.

The horse Acrophobia will not be allowed to 
run until the costs order has been paid (as per 
rule Q18).

All findings are for this case only

Out of Competition Testing
This year we have carried out, as planned, a 
number of out of competition tests.  These tests 
will continue in 2024, any of our geographical 
areas could be targeted, and any category of 
trainer.

Train the Trainer
In 2023 any new trainer, or a trainer returning after 
a gap in holding a licence or upgrading their licence 
have had to undergo a Train the Trainer module. 
This involves 30—45mins zoom call with one of the 
Integrity Team, where they will step through the 
expectations of a trainer, ensuring they have a full 
understanding of their responsibilities.  

Treatment and Medication Records
The introduction of the Medication Record books 
in 2023 and desk-based sampling is helping to 
improve the robustness of our Integrity 
Programme, and has been commented on by our 
External Panels. In 2023 we carried out a monthly 
desk-based sample of approx. 10 trainers across all 
three categories of licence

And for 2024
We have contracts in place and will continue to use 
the laboratories in both England and France.
We will continue with out of competition as well as 
race day testing, carrying out tests of racehorses 
as well as qualifiers, winners and non-winners.  We 
thank all trainers for their support with this. 

There has been a muttering, from one non-licence 
holder that we have been taking samples and NOT 
sending them away. This is a slanderous comment, 
and we categorically deny this.  However, with this 
in mind, this year we will be giving the Responsible 
Person a copy of the form completed when a 
sample is taken, this has the test number on – this 
corresponds with the number on the spreadsheet 
which has always been updated and made 
available on our website.  

This year we will also make available upon request 
from the Responsible Person, proof from the 
laboratories (England or France) of receipt of 
samples. 

We thank all those involved in integrity and their 
pursuance 
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Horses To Follow For 2024
Emma Langford - Leading Trainer in Wales 2023
Coalford Goodfella - He put in some good tough runs last season and I think he will improve another year 
on. 
Naked Attraction - Bred by myself, was looked after and not pushed for her 2YO campaign. She's really 
nice gaited will definitely improve this season as she’s developed.
Mahogany Empire - Lovely 3YO last season, put in some really tough runs. The yard wasn't too hard on 
him this year and there is definitely more to come from this horse.
Born In Lockdown - Lovely big horse who caught my eye last season and looking forward to seeing him 
run in 2024.
Oakwood Hey Miki - A horse that has taken a while to come but when he did come he was very 
impressive last season. It goes without saying that with this horse's breeding and what he’s shown us so far 
he’s going to be up there at the top table.

Ronald Grieveson - BHRC Leading C Class Driver 2023
A horse I think will improve from last year due to maturity and run some good races is Always B Miki G. He 
put up some good runs last year but unfortunately for his owners hit an age group where quite possibly we 
could have seen the best two 2 year olds ever run on our tracks; Moneyhill and Tothebarandback. 
Solway Jack is an unraced 3 year coming out of the Laider stables, he is another horse to keep a lookout 
for. I was a big fan of his dam Springhill Ruby and Henry hill is a proven sire so he has the ingredients to be 
top class. 
A horse I would have like in my stables this year for some good local sport racing is Ayr Emperor. I think he 
is a good race horse that never had much racing luck last year but always seemed to involved in his races.
We're not expecting a busy racing year this year but out of our own stables we looking forward to seeing 
our 2 year old filly Churchview Lilly out on the track. She has not seen a track since she was broken in by 
the Lord family but she is working really nice at home on the beach and taking everything well within her 
stride.

John Smart - Smart Bookers
Ayr Dave - Very well bred, showed progression right through his two year old campaign, ended his season 
on a high winning the graduate in a very fast time despite showing greeness. Looks very capable of 
competing at the highest level in all the top races this year as a 3yo and beyond.
Battle Fever - showed  promise last season, was impressive winning at York then ran a solid race at 
Wolverhampton for such a lightly raced 3yo, with that first season experience behind her she is on a rating 
where she can prove to be much better than and will be one to follow over the next couple of seasons.
Top Dollar - good solid  straightforward horse who has run with the best at 2 and 3yo. I think going up in 
distance will suit him rather than hinder him and could be one to watch in grass handicap heat and final off 
his current rating, he will probably switch between 4yo races and handicaps and should  have a good 
season with Appleby Spring meeting probably falling at the perfect time in his career path.
Toreador - Came out and showed up well competing at the highest level against the very best 3yo colts in 
the country despite a lack of experience and trackcraft. He ended his season on a high winning the STAGBI 
3YO Championships at Haugh Field in a good time. He looks to be an uncomplicated versatile horse in 
terms of he could run on grass or hard and be able to adapt to most circumstances pretty much like his sire 
Matador Hall. He certainly has a few big handicap chances in front of him as well as having the option to 
race in 4yo only events.
Quest For Fame - Had his first season racing last season, progressive horse. Very well bred, his mother 
improved with racing and I think over the 2024 season he can prove he is far better than his current racing. 
Has showed enough speed and ability that there could be some big days to come in the next couple of 
seasons.
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Continuing the stories of racing 
people in Wales who I have known 
since my family started with the 
BHRC back in the very early 1980's, 
Debbie was good enough to give 
me a telephone interview and I 
was, conscious of her driving, along 
with her sister Anji, since they were 
both teenagers. In fact Debbie was 
15 when she first started, and she 
won't mind my saying that she is 
now 54. She hasn't race driven 
recently but she is still heavily 
involved at home.

Their Mum and Dad, Betty and 
Peter Dyer, still follow racing and 
are still based in Cardiff, and they 
first caught the bug from good 
friend Trevor Knott, who is also still 
involved in racing and has recently 
given sponsorship to Amman 
Valley.  The stables of both families 
used to be close to each other and 
so it all started.

Debbie remembers the first horse 
she drove with any success but her 
first actual drive was slightly less 
positive – at the Three Counties 
show ground 

Gary and Debbie Wakefield – Our Racing Story

Debbie and sister Angie working out on 
Valentino and Roberty Lee

(Worcestershire) where we used to 
do racing demonstrations.  She 
drove a horse called Valentino and 
embarrassingly got tipped out of the 
cart!

Early on she loved riding in saddle 
races, and she was pleased to see 
that after a few lean years there 
seem to be more races under saddle, 
though Debbie would love to see 
more horses taking part too.  So 
come on trainers, let's get those 
horses broken to ride! This also gives 
retired Standardbreds the chance of 
a second career once they have 
finished racing.

As everyone in the Welsh racing 
community knows, Debbie is 
married to farrier Gary Wakefield 
and like so many racing couples they 
met at a track, in fact it was 
Wormelow – yet another great place 
where we used to race every 
summer and sadly is no longer on 
our Wales and West grass track list.

Debbie sitting her driving test on board 
Valentino followed by sister Angie
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A few years ago we had a long chat, 
and Debbie was instrumental in my 
decision to foster looked after 
children. She has done it for about 
9 years, and when she recently 
decided to stop fostering, this was a 
hard decision only made because 
she adopted a two year old little 
girl, now their daughter. Many of 
these children have been 
introduced to a love of horses by 
riding pacers at home, and Debbie 
has her own cob that she still rides.

All the family are involved, down to 
Gary and Debbie's 2 grandchildren, 
and at home over the winter Debbie 
and one of her daughters Kelly 
broke in no less than 4 young horses. 
Kelly and son Lee both race drive, 
and so the all-consuming hobby 
continues.  When Debbie told me 
that this year, between them all they 
have no less than 9 horses in training 
(8 pacers and 1 trotter) I was 
stunned and am not sure how they 
fit it all in. Everyone has jobs outside 
the home, there is a 2 year old 
toddler to care for but they still 
manage all of it and further more 
seem to love every minute.

Carol Jenkins

Debbie in America taking part in a USA 
Vs Britain driving series in 1997

Pictured 
right
Debbie 
driving 
Coalford 
Earl

There is no stopping Kit Bousfield! 

At 101 he is the BHRC's oldest licence 
holder and still training his stable of horses 
from Holme Farm. 

His 102 birthday will be celebrated at the 
Kit Bousfield meeting at Appleby on 
Thursday 8th of August.
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